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of the Russian people remained heathen for another forty
years. The Balkan policy of the Emperor Nicephorus II and
John Tzimisces brought Byzantium into conflict with
Russia, and a little later the conflict was renewed owing to
Russian ambitions in the Crimea. In the first conflict the
Emperors succeeded in keeping Russia out of the Balkans,
but to keep her out of the Crimea was less easy. However,
the time was come for a compromise. Olga's grandson, the
Grand Duke Vladimir, saw, as so many princes before him,
the value of Christianity in building up the autocracy.
Already he had done much to assert the authority of Kiev
over the other Russian districts. Now, in 989, he agreed to
be baptized, and in return he was to receive the hand of the
Emperor Basil IPs sister Anna.
Vladimir's conversion was of paramount importance in
Russian history. It was followed by the rapid conversion of
the Russian people—only a few outlying tribes remained
heathen; the last of them, the people of Murom, embraced
Christianity in the thirteenth century. And the adoption of
Christianity, though it could not destroy at once Varangian
feudalism, contributed largely to the hegemony of Kiev and
the prestige of its ruler, the Emperor's brother-in-law. It
led in time, after the Mongol interruption, to the Byzantine
autocracy of the Muscovite Empire. It fixed Russia in the
politico-cultural system of Byzantium. When a few years
later Boleslav of Poland attempted to introduce Latin
Christianity into Russia his agents received a rebuff so firm
as to discourage any repetition of the attempt.
The influence of Byzantine civilization in Russia reached
out in every direction. In art Byzantine pictures, such as the
famous twelfth-century icon known as Our Lady of Vladimir,
set the model for Russian iconography; Russian architecture
is based on Byzantine principles, modified however by
direct Caucasian influences, while the characteristic onion-
shaped dome of the Russians was probably their own
invention to deal with the winter snows. In religious thought,
in daily life Byzantine ideas could long be everywhere
traced,1 and the language of St. Cyril became in Russia, as
in the Balkans, the basis of the native literature.
i Cf. Chapter 14.

